Hematopoietic stem cell transplantation for systemic lupus erythematosus, the antiphospholipid syndrome and bullous skin diseases.
Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) is considered the paradigm of autoimmune diseases (AD), and the murine models are known to be curable by means of allogeneic hematopoietic stem cell transplantation (HSCT). However autologous transplantations were predominantly utilized in the clinic, starting from 1996, and by now well over 150 very severe patients have been transplanted worldwide. Transplant-related mortality (TRM) in 153 cases was 7%, with a wide center effect (from 0-2% to 13%). The disease arresting effect was dramatic even in patients on dialysis, although ASCT should not be considered a last resource, salvage therapy, but a disease- modifying intervention to be utilized in the early stages of patently aggressive disease. The autoimmune biological parameters are consistently modified, although some degree of ANA-positivity generally persists. Similar encouraging results have been obtained in the primary antiphospholipid syndrome (APS) and in bullous disorders of the skin.